minths were washed in saline solution. Nematodes were fixed in ethanol 70ºGL or 10% formalin. Acanthocephalans and trematodes were held in distilled water at 4ºC for 24 hr, and fixed in alcohol-formalin-acetic acid and 10% formalin, respectively. Nematodes and acanthocephalans were cleared in lactophenol and trematodes were stained with Gower's carmine for identification.
The terminology used has been taken from A Bush et al. (1997 J Parasitol 83: 575-583) . The Fisher and Mann-Whitney U tests were used to study the differences in prevalence and mean intensity of infection respectively (S Siegel 1991 Estadística no Paramétrica, Trillas, México, 344 pp.) .
Four helminths taxa were found ( (Table I) .
The sex was determined in 33 anurans, of which only four were males. In view of this the analysis of prevalence and mean intensity of infection with respect to the size of the hosts and the seasons in which they were collected, were made only with females. A. artigasi was only found in the smaller female frogs (2.6-6 cm), but Cosmocerca sp. was observed in females of different length (2.6-9.5 cm) ( Table II) . The prevalence of infection by Cosmocerca sp. was highest (P=0.036) in the larger female frogs, but the mean intensity was similar in frogs of all length (U=0.50; P>0.05). A. artigasi was isolated in three of four seasons in the small female frogs (infected/examined), from the Summer (2/10), Autumn (1/3), and Winter (3/7). Cosmocerca sp. was recovered three of four season during Summer (4/10), Winter (1/7), and Spring (1/2) in the small sized animals and among the larger ones in Winter (3/3). Centrorhynchus sp. and R. chilensis were registered in Winter (2/10) and Autumn (1/5), respectively.
Voucher specimens of different taxa have been deposited in the collection of the Institute of Parasitology, Universidad Austral de Chile, Valdivia, Chile (IPUAT No. 0259-0261). 
